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Publisher’s Note
Special Edition - The Shy Faerie

Being very shy it wasn't easy for meto feel apart of the faerie
community. It washard to see where ashy faeriefit into abunch of
outgoing, fun-loving faeriesflittering around. Oncel realized | did
belong, and that there really were other shy faeries out there, | got
theideato create afaerietale of my life’'sjourney. When | began, |
decided to create my own mythology, adding atrio of Godsfor the
faerie community. Once my main character, Simon, was created he
took over and told hisown tale. Looking back, | think thiswas for
the best as my adventures aren’'t all that adventurous. After the
original printing of my faerietale, some people commented about it
being aone handed read. Who would havethought such ashy faerie
would have such an active sex life. | guesswhen | let Simontell his
talel threw in some of my own fantasies. Anyway, | hopeyou don’t
mind the many gay sex scenes scattered through out thisfaerietale.

One of the things that | share with Simon isthat my path with
the faeriesis full of wonderful characters, all of whom helped me
find my placeinthegreat circleof thefaeries. | have beenfortunate
enough to be surrounded by very loving and open hearted men, who
are very welcoming of a shy faerie. There of course have been
some hitchy faeries that rather | would not be part of the circle,
because | don’'t match their ideas of afaerie, but the beautiful faeries
were aways there to make sure | stayed. | have many beautiful
faeriesto thank for helping thisshy faeriefind hisplaceinthecircle.
Thelist of faeriesislong so | won't even try to list them all, but |
hopethat they all know that | hold them all in my heart and am very
grateful to have shared part of my journey with each and everyone
of them.

The story you are about to read was originally published in
seveninstallmentsof theAiry Faerie, starting with the Spring, 2001
issue. For those of eagle eyed readers out therewho have researched
our back-issues, we didn’'t start the process of creating the
electronic copies of the fae-zine until the Spring, 2002 issue. That

means anyone viewing our electonic copiesisonly getting the last
part of the story. One of thethingsthat’s been on that list of thingsto
do “whenweget around toit” isto put all seven chaptersof thetale
together so that people can read the complete saga.

As Falcon and | looked at the archive of the many issues of
Airy Faerie that have been put together over the years, it seemed
like"now” wasthetimeto pull this off the shelf, dust it off and send
it out to the next generation of shy faeriesto let them know that they
are not alone.

Just to keep us honest, for readers that have already read the
tale, we' ve added some bonus material that was not included in the
original printings. We learn more about the Gods themselves and
even what happened to Simon after he...oops, | better stop there
before | give away the whole story.

Thiswould normally be the point where | put in the notice that
if you are in a situation where pictures of naked men engaging in
acts of a sexual nature might be an issue, to be cautious when
leaving the Airy Faerielaying around. Well, thistime, we're going
to leave that part up to your overly active imaginations while
reading the story. That doesn’t mean you’re totally on your own.
Several graphics of Simon and his friends will be scattered
throughout the tale.

Just one last piece of electronic logistics: In order to keep the
file compact enough tofit into everyone'sin-boxes, The Shy Faerie
will actually be coming to you as seven files. The page numbers
will flow continuously between them. When you print your copy,
you can remove the covers (page 1 and 2) of the later filesto create
asingleissuewith all seven chapters. The seven file format hasleft
us with an occational blank page to fill. We asked some of the
regular Airy Faerie contributers to add their touch to make this a
truly special edition.

Faerie hugs and kisses
DragonSwan
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For more information you can contact us at:
Denver Radical Faeries

PO Box 631

Denver, CO 80201-0631
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Prologue

The Dawn of Time

ut of the dark chaos of the universe three gods were created.
OThe first was a beautiful Goddess named Shaeel. Long curly

golden hair flowed down over her plump body. The second, a
God named Kael, had long red hair and alarge but muscular body,
covered with hair the color of polished copper. Thethird was called
Queer, a combination of both Goddess and God. Queer was given
the gift to go between the two and change the form of the body as
desired. Queer’s short brown hair and deep brown eyes were the
only constant in the many manifestations. Queer spent alargeamount
of time as a God, favoring atrim but defined hairy body. The love
thethree shared was great, and they quickly created alarge paradise
for them to share. Shaeel created alush and beautiful garden as her
special place. Kael created a deep forest, with lakes and open
meadows for his kingdom. Queer created a large cliff beside the
vast sea, and then created rivers that flowed from the gardens and
forest to the sea, allowing himto flow easily between thetwo. They
created day and night, that they might enjoy the beauty of both light
and dark. In the garden of the Gods, Shaeel, Kael and Queer held
each other in aloving embrace while basking in the beauty of the
first dawn. The love between the three was so powerful, that it
created four young Gods. Asthe young Gods grew Shaeel created a
place for them to play, forming a planet from her being, Shaeel
created the earth. To watch over them Kael took apiece of hisbeing
and created agreat light that gave his children warmth and light, he
called his gift the sun. Queer stood between his lovers and took a
piece of his being to watch over the children when Kael was not
there. Queer watched in the darkness and called his gift the moon.

The first child was the God Gelan. He loved his mother. As a
gift, he created mountains, and plains, vast deserts, and frozen lands
on the earth. He also created animals to inhabit his new creation,
and plants, that they might eat.

The second child was the God Lunan. He loved this mother
with such a deep emotion that his tears of joy covered most the
earth with great seas. In hishonor of Queer he allowed the power of
the moon to guide the tides. Wishing to give his mother as much as
hisbrother Gelan had, Lunan created lifethat lived in the water, and
plants that would feed them.

The third child was the Goddess Huel; she assisted her
brothersand gavetheir creationsthe breath of life. So great was her
loveto play and travel over the earth, that she becamethe air.

The fourth child was the Goddess Kara; who in her love of her
father Kael brought forth fire to the earth. She also gave the
creatures of the earth, an internal fire, she called passion and anger.

Thefour young gods grew up fast asthey played upon the earth.
Their powers were great, and they found them to be equal to each
other’s.

Kael and Shaeel began creating other gods and goddesses,
allowing themto find their place, either on the earth, in paradise, or
elsewhereintheuniverse. Onechild of theirswas named Gay. When
Gay wascreated, heimmediately started to laugh. Hislaughter caught
the attention of Queer, who fell in love with the beautiful child.
Queer would always surprise Gay, or tickle the young God, just to
hear him laugh. Gay was avery handsome youth, and one day ashe
was walking in his father’s forest he came upon a still pond and

looked into the calm waters. He saw only his refection and was
amazed at how truly beautiful he was. Gay looked at his reflection
and wasfilled with self-love. Gay watched as he ran his hands over
his shoulders and chest. He then knelt at the edge of the pond and
watched his reflection as he masturbated. Gay became so in love
with his own beauty that he would often go back to the pond, and
watch himself masturbate. One day Queer waswalking through the
same forest and caught Gay masturbating. Queer encouraged Gay
to continue, and the two masturbated together. The two fell in love
and Gay moved to the Faerie realm. There was nothing the Queer
God wouldn't do for Gay. Queer even asked Shaeel to be given the
blessing of childbirth just once, so he and Gay could manifest their
love. Queer, asan act of love, allowed Gay to penetrate himto plant
the seed. Gay however wasfilled with lust and self-indulgence and
took Queer’s ass hard and fast. The force was so hard that when he
came Gay'’s seed flew out of Queer’s cock. Queer quickly caught
the seed in hishand and swallowed it so that it might grow inside of
him. When the child was born, they called him Fag. Gay would
have nothing to do with the child. To do so would require him to
love something other them himself. Gay would often call upon his
brother Gelan to care for the young child. Fag learned from and
lusted after the sexual playful God of land. Fag grew to become a
wild radical spirit, but also possessed a deep compassionate heart,
something that he learned from his father Queer.

Gelan, Huel, Karaand L unan also asked for the gift of creating
life. Shaeel refused them, offering instead to create souls for them.
And they would have to work together and create a being to live
upon the earth. Gelan spoke up first saying they should create the
beings to resemble them. He grabbed up some clay from earth and
formed aman and woman. L unan took the water from the ocean and
created rivers of life that would flow through the new creations.
Kara gave them the fire of passion and anger, and Huel gave them
the breath of life, and placed the soul into the new beings. As Shaeel
and Kael created souls for their children, Queer blessed some of
them with hislove and the gift to go between the roles of male and
female. So that these selected souls could grow and learn from one
another, faerie realms were created on earth.

The new creationsenjoyed their life upon earth, but the powers
of the young gods was not as great as their parents. The bodies of
the new creation would die, leaving behind their soul.

One day, after one of their great fights, Queer had grown tired
of Gay's self-love and asked Gay to leave the Faerie Kingdom.
Rejected, Gay returned to his mother’s garden, but didn’t feel at
home, nor did he feel at peace in his father’s wilderness. His own
pride kept him from asking to be allowed to return to the Faerie
Kingdom, although he knew in hisheart that Queer would not refuse
him. In his pain he decided that none of the chosen souls of Queer
would beraised in thefaerierealms. Hewould fly down and snatch
the souls and send them to live among his parents’ children. A few
of the lost queer souls were found, and guided home to the faerie
realms. Thisstory is of one of the lucky ones that were found.



Chapter 1

The Journey Begins

ur story beginsin the lush gardens of Shaeel as she creates a
Onew soul, and holdsit in the palm of her hand. Shelooksupon

the soul and blesses it with a connection to her. All that the
new soul would ever need, Shaeel promisesto provide. Then Kael
looked upon the young soul and blessed him with astrong soul, and
atrueheart. AsKael gently ran hisfinger over the new soul, the new
soul began to laugh. Shaeel smilesand saysthe soul shall know true
love. Hearing the laughter their brother, Queer, turns his attention
to the new soul, and asksfor the soul. Shaeel gives her consent and
hands the new soul to Queer. He gently holdsthe soul in the palm of
his hand, and hugs it to his massive chest. The new soul laughs,
being tickled by the hair of Queer’s chest. The new soul starts
glowing as the love of Queer fillsits being. When the new soul is
completely glowing with the love of Queer, heliftsthe new soul to
hislipsand kissesits head. The soul smilesand grabs Queer by the
hairs of hisgoatee. L aughing Queer gently pullsthe new soul from
his goatee, and calls upon two of hisfaeriesto take hisnew blessed
child to earth. He tells the faeries the child is to be raised by the
mountain faerie tribe living in the Red Forest near the great sea.
The faeries wrap the new soul in soft silk ribbons and fly off to
the Red Forest, as Queer kisses the cheeks of Shaeel and Kael,
embracing them both and thanking them for the beautiful child. None
of them noticed Gay. Gay has been watching the events hiding
behind a large tree, but takes off in quick flight to catch the two
faeries and the new soul.

Asthefaeries carried the soul to the Red Forest, Gay appeared
intheir path. Hetold them the new child isto be a gift to the Faerie
King, and assuch, heisto deliver the child. Beforethefaeriesknew
what was happening, Gay grabbed the child and disappeared. The
faeries, having lost a number of other souls in much the same
manner, decided it best not to tell Queer about Gay’s actions. Gay
took the new soul to Tamole, asmall guarded village near the Green
Mountains. A blind and unfeeling king ruled the small village
of Tamole. In fear of his rule being overthrown, the King made
teaching of the Goddesses and Gods forbidden. Instead the King
placed himself as God and Divine Creator. He taught the villagers
that the outside world was evil and that they were only safeinside
his holy kingdom. For the most part, the villagers lived a happy,
quitelife. Since most of them did not leave the village, they did not
know any other way of living. They accepted this way of life and
raised their children asthey had been raised, to honor the king, marry
and have children. The ideal was to have male children, as they
were the ones who would protect and provide for the family, and
insure a strong army. Members of the king's court would arrange
marriages for the villagers once they had graduated from school. A
young couplewas placed together based on their family background
and intelligence. Sometimes the young couplesdid in fact love one
another, but thiswas not alwaysthe case. Theking’s court believed
that people would learn to love one another, if they truly honored
the king's law. The king himself would lead the mass ceremony.
Marriages would last until death; because the king believed that
marriage was the greatest blessing he gave his people and thought
they should be grateful for this gift.

Gay found an older couple, already with four children and placed
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A\llison and Christopher
Weatherton

the soul within the wife. Soon they welcomed a baby boy into their
family of four girls. The father thought his prayers were answered,
and called the boy Simon, in memory of hisown great-grandfather.
As the mother nursed the young Simon, she wondered if this was
the answer they where looking for. The new mother let her love for
the child push any doubts away as she took care of her new child.
The doubts would come back whenever she watched her son
deeping, amost asif shewasreading hisdreams. In Simon’sdreams,
he was laughing while playing with dark chest hair, on a broad
muscular chest. The feeling of great love washed over him, and
then he was being kissed, and again playing with dark hair, thistime
from agoatee of the handsome man who held him. Hisreal lifedid
not reflect his dreams at all. There was no man who held him or
made him feel loved. No man to let him play with his chest hairs.
Instead hisfather left hismother to take care of him, and showed no
sign of great love. The only time he spent with hisfather waswhen
thefamily would go to the sports arenato watch soldiersand slaves
battle to the death. Soldiers won most of the time. Simon found the
games of the young girls and gossip of the woman moreinteresting
then the games his father watched with the other men. In truth, the
men scared Simon. As they watched the games they became very
angry and yelled, beating their fistson the seatsand rails. Simon did



not wish to be near them for fear that their anger of the gameswould
turn against him. Thefather began to realize that Simon was not the
blessing he once thought and pulled away from his son. Simon’s
heart was looking for love but his family seemed empty of this
emotion. Simon heard stories and saw plays about love, but was
alwaysreminded that these taleswere nothing but falsefaerietales.
Simon believed his heart longed for fantasy, and so he created a
fantasy world that would answer the call of his heart. Hisfantasies
only made the real world more foreign and harder to be a part of.
Simon found few friends who did not want to play fight or play
some gamethat seemed to honor one'shatefor the other side. Ashe
grew older, Simon watch as some of the boys in his class began
falling in love with girls, while he still only dreamt of loving the
man with a hairy chest and goatee. His male classmates had found
love but Simon only had his dreams.

As the years past Simon learned to wear a mask by day,
showing no one how he truly felt. Since he was not taught about
Shaeel, he did not know of the powers he held inside him, and did
not know how to call out for help. But the powers of Shaeel grew in
hisdarkness. Simon found solitude hisonly comfort, and at night in
the privacy of hisroom, Simon would look up at the moon and tell
her all of his secrets. With the light of the full moon shining down
upon him, Simon would open his heart and then cry himself to deep,
only to dream of hisfaerie-tale love.

Summer was quickly approaching as was the graduation and
marriage of the couple's youngest daughter. Once she was married
Simon would bethe only child inthe house. Simon liked theidea of
being alone. Five days before the graduation ceremony the lady
who lived next-door came over with urgent news. Simon listened as
shetold about ayoung man who loved other men instead of women
and refused to marry. Hisheart filled with joy, ashe realized that he
wasn't alone. But then his heart fell when he heard that the man
was to be executed the next day at noon in the town square. The
neighbor woman said that since the King knew nothing of love,
only of marriage and having children, he had ruled thiskind of love
was unholy and unlawful and must be destroyed. Hisfather agreed
with theking, and hismother only asked why theyoung manwouldn’t
just marry instead of choosing death. Hisfather said hisfamily would
go to the execution, to show their respect for the King's law. The
father allowed hisyoungest daughter to stay home, as she had gone
to class with the young man, and they were close friends. She had
even hoped that he might be her husband in the next few days. When
she heard the news she could not stop crying. When Simon began to
weep at the news, hisfather ordered him to stop crying saying that
men did not cry, and therewas no need for tears over the death of an
outlaw. Simon was forced to attend the execution.

When they gathered in the town square, the guards had stripped
off the man’s clothes and were parading him in just a blood stained
cloth wrapped around hiswaist. Simon’s heart was flooded with a
mix of emotions when he saw the young man. The man being lead
to his death was the man Simon saw in his dreams. The young man
had a hairy chest and goatee, and was very beautiful. The young
man was being trained as a black smith so he had a stocky build,
which was now covered in blood and whip marks. Simon'’s

confusion, feelings of love, desire, and fear, was replaced by grief.
Simon ran from the town square and hid in the nearby forest. He
curled up into aball and cried. He cried until his eyes were dry. It
was almost dark, when Simon stood and walked to a nearby steam
to wash his face before heading home. At the stream, Simon saw
two men hiding in the bushes, they were naked and kissing each
other. Simon silently watched asthe two men madelovein thewoods.
He thought for amoment that he was dreaming as one man |ooked
like he had thelegs of agoat and small horns on top of hishead. The
other man seemed to float around the ruggedly handsome half goat
man. Simon thought both of the men were beautiful and was
entranced as he watched their playful sex. After the men had
finished and had |eft into the forest, Simon decided to go home. At
home, hisfather said nothing, and his mother only gave him abowl
of soup left over from dinner, fighting back tears.

At school he overheard his schoolmates talking about the
execution and how it must be the right thing to do. Simon withdrew
evenfurther from hisfamily and village, realizing they would never
understand him. How could they when he didn’t understand
himself? He did not know why he was having these feelings. He
only knew that he could not deny them. Herealized he would have
to leave thevillageif he was going to live alife true to himself. He
now knew that there were otherslike him and that even asashy kid
he would have to find them or die trying. He was afraid that death
might come before love. Simon’s fear kept him in the village
another year until his graduation.




Chapter 1 continued

The day after graduation, and only afew days before his new
wife was to be chosen for him, Simon announced that he was
leaving to find what life was like outside the gates of the village.
Hisfriends and family all warned him of the dangers and said that
death surly waited for him out beyond the safety of thevillage. Simon
knew that he had to leave and so faced the fears of theworld outside
the village walls. Simon packed alittle bag and took the money he
had saved over the years. His mother gave his some extra money
and some food and drink for his journey. When he was ready to
leave his father had already left for the tavern, and his mother was
crying too hard to say good-bye. Simon thought that maybe she
knew why he had to leave. His sisters were too busy with their new
families to come and say good-bye. No one watched as he walked
out past thevillage gates. Not even the guards seemed to notice him
leave. Simon walked into the forest with a sense of freedom but also
afear of the unknown. He had no idea of the powersthat lay hidden
deep inside him, which he would need to survive his adventure.

Simon had heard of another village north of the Red Forest, so
he set off to find it. As he walked he was amazed at the beauty and
wonder of theforest. Hefrequently stopped to study aflower or tree
that he had never seen in his village. He felt oddly at home in the
wild, more so than he had in the village. He enjoyed watching
animals as they wandered through the forest. Late in the day, he
came upon a small pond deep in the heart of the forest, where he
stopped to wash up and refresh himself after his long travels. As
evening came, the sky changed its colors into deep dark hues of
purple and blue. The clouds seemed to ignite into flames of bright
orange and red before cooling into soft shades of pinks, and
magenta. Simon had never been surrounded by so much beauty in
hislife. He was hypnotized by the colors of the sky that were also
reflecting off the waters of the pond. He noticed his reflection
surrounded by brilliant color, and noticed for the first time that he
was handsome. He started thinking of the man of his dream, of the
man that was executed in thetown square. In Simon’sfaerietalethe
young man was standing naked at the edge of the pool. The young
man walked into the pool towards Simon. They wrap their arms
around each other in atight embrace, and kiss. Simon became lost
in his faerie tale love until he noticed the light of the full moon
reflecting on the pond. He looked up into the sky and greeted the
moon. He always enjoyed looking at the moon and the stars. There
was something different now that Simon could not put hisfinger on.
He felt like he was being watched. He looked around and saw no
one, and noticed how dark theforest was, even with thefull moon’s
light. He began to fear the forest and the darkness. “Dear sweet
moon, you have watched me grow these many years. | havetold you
my most guarded secrets, my hopes and fears. You have been there
when | have cried myself to sleep, and havefilled my dreamswith
laughter and love. | ask you now to guide me to safety and protect
metonight,” he said out loud. Simon had always thought the night-
time sky wasmagical, and now he could say it without fear of being
teased. He got out of the pond and dried off, and began to get dressed.
He heard anoise coming from the dark forest and froze. Fear filled
his heart and he chanted “Moon, please protect me. Moon, please
protect me. Moon, please protect me.”
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“Whoyatakin' to?’ adeep voice asked. Terrified, Simon turned
to face the voice, unable to answer. A large man stood a few feet
away from Simon. The man stood nearly afoot taller than Simon
and was naked except for an animal skin that was wrapped around
hiswaist, and hung down to his knees. The stranger was heavy set
and hairy, making Simon think of human bear. He had long light
brown hair, a full beard and mustache. His whole face seemed to
smile; from his big grin to his golden eyes sparkling in the
moonlight. Simon felt a mix of emotions, he was scared, but also
thought the man was kind of handsome. “No need to be afraid, |
ain't gonnabite, unlessyawantsmeto.” The manwinked and started
to laugh at his joke. “I’'m Fire Dancer; | live here in this forest.
What's your name and why are you here? Don’t look like a forest
wanderer. More like avillage snob.”

“I"'m Simon, | just left my villagetoday,” he said looking down
at the rocks the lay at his feet. Fire Dancer walked over and took
Simon’s chin in his big hand, and brought Simons face up so that
the two men were looking into each other’s eyes.

“Well, it looks like that prayer you were chantin’ to da moon,
was answered by me.” Fire Dancer could feel Simon’sbody quiver
just alittle and knew how scared and alone he was. “No need to be
afraid, Simon. | know how you feel, because | was once whereyou
aretoday. About twenty-four yearsago | ran away from my village,
Aerial Hollow, not knowing athing about surviving in thewoods. |
had the fortune of running into a forest wanderer who taught me
how to liveintheforest. Now its my turn to teach you. Do ya hunt?
Do yaknow anything about plants? Which onesto eat, which ones
are poisonous?’

“No. Not really.”

“Well, it lookslikeyou havealot tolearn. I'll let chastay with
me until ya know what you're doing.” Fire Dancer said. Simon
looked into Fire Dancer’s golden eyes and felt like he wanted to
stay thereforever. “ Yawannastay with meboy?’ Fire Dancer asked.

“Yes, if you don’t mind, | am trying to find the village north of
the forest,” Simon replied.

“Do you mean Ash Wood? That’s the only village north of the
Red Forest. It'sright on the coat of the great sea. Yalookin’ to sail
the sea?’

“Um... no, not really, just looking to get to thevillage.” Simon
said.

Fire Dancer let go of Simon’sface. “Then I'll take you to Ash
Wood, but first | need my evening bath.” Fire Dancer striped off the
animal skin skirt that he was wearing and walked naked into the
pond. Simon watched as the heavyset man splashed around in the
water. Hewas struck by the beauty of this gentle naked man bathing
in the pond under the full moon.

After his bath, Fire Dancer led Simon back to his temporary
camp. He told Simon to make himself comfortable. Simon set his
bags down and sat near them.

“Boy, that shirts looks far too warm for this season, and your
pants look too tight to be of any comfort. If yawarm, take off your
shirt, the night air is cool and refreshing. And | tell ya skirts are
much more comfortable then pants.”

“I"'m ok,” Simon said and looked at the ground.



“Aw come on boy, you're in the forest, ain't no one here but
me and | already saw ya naked.” Simon looked up at Fire Dancer,
blushing. “Yeah, | watched you bathing in the pond, and even
notice the wonder in your eyes, and how excited you were to be
naked in nature.” Fire Dancer knelt in front of Simon and started
unbuttoning his shirt, “Ya know | even saw the way you were
looking at mewhen | wasbathin’. Sotell me boy, what’skeepin’ ya
from taking all this off?’

“Theking'sruleisthat you should not be naked unlessyou're
bathing or creating children.” Simon said as Fire Dancer opened his
shirt.

“Well your king doesn’t rule over theforest,” Fire Dancer said
rubbing his hands over Simon’s chest to his shoulders, and then
down his arms, taking his shirt off. Simon let his shirt fall to the
ground. “Now don't that feel better?’ He asked. Simon softly moaned
“yeah,” as the evening air and Fire Dancer’s hands explored his
chest. “Now stand up boy,” Fire Dancer ordered. Simon stood, and
Fire Dancer began to remove Simon'’s shoes, then undid Simon’s
belt and pants. Running his hands under the waistband of Simon’s
underwear, Fire Dancer caressed Simon’s ass cheeks. Then he ran
his hands down Simon’s legs taking his pants down. As his pants
fell down, Simon’'s hard dick popped up. Fire Dancer let out a soft
chuckle; impressed by the results he was having on Simon and
by the size of Simon’s cock. Simon stepped out of his pants and
underwear, and stood embarrassed at his hard-on. Fire Dancer stood
up, his own hard-on making atent out of his skirt. “First we gotta
eat, and then we'll take care of this,” Fire Dancer said grabbing
Simon’sdick. “Now, boy, you' re not embarrassed about getting hard
cuz | took your clothes off, are ya?’

“Yeah, well kind of.”

“Boy yaain't got nothing to be ashamed of, in fact yashould be
proud of thisbig bad boy.” Fire Dancer pumped Simon’scock in his
fist as hetalked. “Damn, Gelan and Fag are gonnalove you.”

“Who?’ Simon asked.

“WHO? Aw boy don’t tell me you ain’'t heard of Gelan and
Fag.” Fire Dancer looked into Simon’s eyes. “Oh boy do you got
somelearning to do! But first thingsfirst, and that’sdinner. Now do
you wanna stay naked or | got askirt for ya. Which will it be?’

“I'll take the skirt.” Simon said.

“Can do, just asec,” Fire Dancer walked over to alarge bag,
reached inside and looked around for an appropriate skirt. He brought
out ablue cotton woven skirt and wrapped it around Simon’swaist.

“Now for abit of protection from the beasts of theforest.” Fire
Dancer said as he picked up four unlit torches off the ground. “Do
yaknow any magic?’ He asked Simon.

“Oh no,” Simon replied, “ The King strictly forbid any use of
magic.”

“Your king sounds like a real ass.” Fire Dancer said. “Well
what | am going to be doing now is alittle protection spell | made
up myself. The idea is to circle the camp with fire.” Fire Dancer
walked to the edge of his campsite, facing north he set down all but
one of thetorches, said aprayer and stuck thetorch into the ground.
He took the remaining torches as he walked a circular path around
his campsite, until he was facing east. He said another prayer and

stuck another torch into the ground. He walked around till he faced
south and repeated his actions and then again facing west. Silently
he walked to the center of hiscampsite, faced north, raised hisarms
to the heavens and inhaled deeply. Keeping hisleft arm raised, he
brought his right hand down as a fireball shot from his hand and
flew to the torch lighting it with a green flame. The fireball flew
quickly from torch to torch following the same path fire Dancer had
walked. The east torch was lit with ayellow flame, the south torch
burned red, and the west torch glowed with abright blue light. The
fireball completed the circle back to the north torch and then flew
back to Fire Dancer. The fireball burst into huge white flames asiit
hit Fire Dancer’s hand. As the flames disappeared Simon saw Fire
Dancer kneeling with hishandsfolded in prayer. Fire Dancer kissed
his hands and then set the kiss up into the heavens. “ There, all safe
for the night, “he said standing. “Now, on to dinner. Can you start a
fire?

“Sure, with the matchesin my bag,” Simon said.

“If ya wanna cheat. Here, let me show you how the forest
dwellersdo it.” Simon was soon being shown about how to start a
firewith magic, what plantswere good to eat, aswell ashow to skin
and cook the rabbit that Fire Dancer had caught earlier. As they
cooked and ate, Fire Dancer al so began to teach Simon about Gelan,
Fag, and all the heavenly gods and goddess. After dinner the two of
them planned what Simon would need to proceed to get to the new
village. Fire Dancer promised to stay with Simon until he reached
the gates of the village.

Fire Dancer




Excerpts from “Simon’s Journal”
by Orpheus

Based on characters and events in “The Shy Faerie” by DragonSwan

Man of My Dreams/Nightmares

How many times have | seen you in my dreams?

Your love gives me hope.

Your laughter fills me with joy.

Your strength gives me comfort in the timeswhen | can’t cope.

The man in my dreams saysthat he lovesto live.
When he sees me, he saysthat helivesto love.

He holds me and kisses me.

He saysthat when the time comes, he will diefor love.

Today | woke up and saw the man that lived in my dreams.
The King saysthat heisto die because of hislove for men.
“It'sunholy,” saysthe King who would be God.

“1 alone degree who can love whom. Praise Me! Amen!”

The man of my dreamsis now my darkest nightmare.
Can the King see into my dreams and know about me?
Out of fear, | must hide and never know love.

While herein Tamole, I’ [l never be free.

But even in darkness there is a glimmer of hope.

I now know that there are others like me who feel love for men.
Dear Moon, let my dreams give me wings to fly and be free.
Guide meto aplacethat livesto love all asthey are.

Amen.

Why?
Dear Shaeel, now that | know that you'rereal,
Please tell me, why did he have to die?

| know that you aren’t cruel and vengeful.
You are the Mother that gave uslife.

There is so much hate in the world,

So why did you allow his death?

Hisonly crime was that he loved.

| don’t understand how that can be wrong.

He camein my dreamsto give me hope.

His existance told methat I’ m not alone in thisworld.
His death filled me with afear that I' d never felt,
What if they found out and | were the next to die?

I’m searching for meaning in ameaningless death.
What can | do so that hisdeath isnot in vain?
Dear Shaeel, please help meto grow and to learn.
Help meto show the world the lovethat | feel.

Please | et his death be a reminder to me,

That love isthe answer when the question is hate.
His death sent me running for fear of my own death.
With your help, let me run in acelebration of life.
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Fiery Red

Fiery red, seems a bit redundant to most,
For they, like me, see al colorsin flames.
But now, I’ ve seen afirethat’s blue,

And strange asit seems, afire that’s green.

But the king once said, that all fires arered, and only red at that.
To say something else would be risking your head.
When first he saw afire, did he not ook deep?

Or was thefirst color he saw, the only one that could be?

Or did awizard once visit, with tricks up his sleeve?
Did he frighten the king with afire non-red?

Did hetry to teach the king to make afire that’s blue?
Did theking fail in the task, so he decreed anew rule?

No matter the reason, the result is the same,
Theking'sruleisthat “fiery” can only befollowed by “red.”
He thinks with his rulesthat he gains control.

But the truth isin flames for anyone to see.

What Have | Done?

| left my family and friends.

| left my home and everything I’ ve known.

They warned of danger and death that | would face.
What have | done by heading into the unknown?

But what did | faceif | stayed where| was?

There, the danger was real if they saw in my heart.

Death would be certain if they found | loved men.

The dangers of the known and unknown are not worlds apart.

The known gave me fear and the unknown gave me hope.
Therisks seemed worth it, so | packed my few things.

| left my family and the things | didn’t need

And headed to freedom, away from the madness of kings.

The danger was real as| entered the woods.

Each step led me to discover the joy of something new..
The unknown was revealing its secrets to me.

The danger was finding out what the king never knew.

| left my clothes by the side of the pond.

For thefirst timein my life, | discovered a beauty in me.
There was death in the unknown, but not as they meant.
The fearful child died when | learned to be free.

| left theworld | knew far behind,

In the unknown | found the freedom that | never knew.

So, what have | done by heading out here?

I’ ve done the right thing and found that dreams can come true.



